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Cornell University/ Good Agricultural Practices Program 
Reduce Microbial Contamination with Good Agricultural Practices 
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Minimize Pathogen Contamination during Production and Harvest of Fresh Produce 
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BASIC REGULATIONS FOR SELLING AT 
IDAHO FARMERS MARKETS 2006 

 
 

STATE OF IDAHO TAXES 
All vendors are required to collect six-percent 
Idaho sales tax and remit to the tax 
commission. 
The permit is free. 
The permit must be displayed at the market. 
If a vendor does not have a permit on market 
day, the market manager will issue a temporary 
form.  The vendor must obtain a permanent 
permit before the next market day. 

 
Idaho State Tax Commission 
800 Park Boulevard Plaza IV 
Boise, ID  83712 
(800) 972-7660 or (208) 334-7660  

http://tax.idaho.gov/ 
334-7660 
Brochure: 
http://www.tax.idaho.gov/pdf/SalesTaxBrochures/2003/4_Retailers_%20We
bVersion.pdf 
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CHICKENS & EGGS in the State of Idaho                                                  

The following information is from the Idaho Department of Agriculture, 
Central District Health, and the Idaho Statues. 
 
Chickens are susceptible to salmonella, a family of bacteria that can also 
infect their eggs.  The Department of Agriculture monitors the production and 
sale of eggs.  If you have fewer than 300 hens, there is no Department of 
Agriculture license, inspection, or fee.   
 
If you have fewer than 300 hens and sell direct to the customer, then you 
don't need a Department of Agriculture license, nor an inspection, and you 
don't have to grade your eggs.  You do need a license from the Health 
Department, and you do need to write your name, address, and “ungraded 
eggs” on each carton. You may print this information on address labels and 
stick them to the cartons. And you may use used cartons.  Eggs must be 
stored at 45 degrees or lower.  You may keep the eggs in an ice chest at the 
farmers market.  You must have a thermometer.  A thermometer from the 
kitchen section of the supermarket is fine.  

If you have 300 or more hens, grade eggs, sell to distributors or retailers, 
then you will need a Department of Agriculture license and an inspection.  
The annual license is $20 for each distribution location.  The license fee to 
grade eggs is $5.  The Department of Agriculture license and inspection is to 
ensure that if lots of chickens are raised in one place that it is done in a 
healthy environment.  The Department of Agriculture license is addition to 
the Health Department license.  The latter is to ensure that the eggs are 
handled properly after they are produced. 

Idaho Department of Agriculture 
Contact: Romero Benavidas 
Phone: 208-332-8500 
 
All ag rules are at 
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/rules/idapa02/02index.htm 

Egg rules are 
http://www2.state.id.us/adm/adminrules/rules/idapa02/0211.pdf 

For more details see State of Idaho District Health Department 
Contact Information on Page 44 of this chapter 

No license is needed from the Health Department as eggs are regulated by Department of 
Agriculture.  However, an ice chest may be used at events under four hours in duration.  If the 

event goes longer, then refrigeration should be used.  Most of the farmers markets in Idaho 
last approximately three or four hours and an ice chest is acceptable.   The vendor must have 

a thermometer.  The eggs must be 45 degrees or cooler. 
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Idaho Egg Law 
Title 37 - Food, Drugs, and Oil 
Chapter 15 - Eggs and Egg Products 
http://www3.state.id.us/idstat/TOC/37015KTOC.html 

 
Poultry Processors List: USDA or State Approved Plants and Mobile 
Processing Units that Custom Process Poultry  
 
Compiled by Jeanette Beranger, American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, 
and Anne Fanatico, National Center for Appropriate Technology 
 
Contact Anne Fanatico, annef@ncat.org, 800-346-9140 for more information. 
 
Introduction 
Interest in specialty poultry production is growing in the U.S.   Many small 
farmers raise poultry with outdoor access, or they may raise a heritage 
American breed.  Many consumers would like to buy poultry meat and 
products from these specialty birds.  However, one problem is that there are 
few processing facilities that provide poultry processing services for 
independent producers.  Very large poultry processing plants are usually only 
set up to process their own birds.  Therefore, some small meat processing 
plants have added poultry processing to their services, or entrepreneurs have 
established poultry processing plants that offer custom processing.  Since it 
is expensive to build a processing plant, some producers share resources and 
build mobile processing units. 
 
Some of these plants are USDA-inspected with inspectors are present during 
processing.  If your birds are processed at a USDA plant, you have more 
options for selling the carcasses or products.  For example, you can sell to 
the public, stores, restaurants, across state lines, etc.  Some of these plants 
are state plants.  If your birds are processed at a state plant, you will have 
fewer options for selling the carcasses.   
 
Some plants offer special types of processing such as cut-up or further 
processing (sausage, jerky), air chilled, kosher, halal, or certified organic. 
 
Poultry Processing in Idaho: 
 
Janie Burns  
HomeGrown Poultry 
9904 Southside 
Nampa, ID  83686  
208-278-3471 
Contact: Janie Burns   medowlrk@velocitus.net 
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Idaho Health District Offices 
 
Panhandle District Health Department 
2195 Ironwood Court 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 
Phone:  (208) 667-3481 
Fax:  (208) 664-8736 
 
North Central District Health Department 
215 10th Street 
Lewiston, ID 838501 
Phone: (208) 799-3100 
Fax:  (208)799-0349 
 
Southwest District Health Department 
920 Main Street 
Caldwell, ID 83605-3700 
Phone:  (208) 455-5300 
Fax:  (208) 454-7722 
 
Central District Health Department 
707 N. Armstrong Place 
Boise, ID 83704-0825 
Phone:  (208) 327-7499 
Fax:  (208) 327-8553 
 
South Central District Health Department 
1020 Washington Street N. 
Twin Falls, ID 83301-31566 
Phone:  (208) 734-5900 
Fax:  (208) 734-9502 
 
Southeastern District Health Department 
1901 Alvin Ricken Drive 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
Phone:  (208) 233-9080 
Fax:  (208) 234-7169 
 
District Seven Health Department 
P.O. Box 4776 
254 “E” Street 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402-3597 
Phone:  (208) 522-0310 
Fax:  (208) 525-7063 
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Organic Certification  

Look for the State of Idaho Organic Certification Seal 
on the products you buy as a symbol of the producer's 
commitment to organic farming. The Idaho Certified 
Organic label has the full force of law behind it as well 
as the support of the Idaho Organic Alliance, the Idaho 
Organic Feed Growers Association and the Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture (ISDA). 

In 2002, the ISDA received its accreditation as an 
organic certifying agency by the United States Department of Agriculture 
National Organic Program. For organic certification, a producer/handler must 
submit an application, pay a nominal application fee and undergo an on-site 
inspection. If all requirements are met, the producer/handler is then certified 
as organic for the crops grown. 

The organic certification program is designed to give the consumer 
assurances regarding the term "organic" when it is used in the marketing and 
labeling of food products. Certification also benefits Idaho organic producers 
by facilitating the development of out-of-state and out-of-country markets 
for their Idaho certified organic products.  

Certification Process  

Program registrants submit to the ISDA an application, appropriate fees and 
a producer/handler organic plan with maps. Accurate recordkeeping is 
required. An inspector will visit each farm or handling operation during the 
growing season and samples may be taken for pesticide residue analysis. 
Additional unannounced on-site inspections may be conducted.  

For application forms, please click on "Forms, Reports & Publications" at the 
left of this screen.  

A Resource Guide outlining Idaho's organic rules, regulations, materials list 
and generally accepted cultural practices is available through the Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture for $15.00. This fee covers the cost of 
development and reproduction. 
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